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Ecomedia exclusive 


ALF Avenges Baby Fae 


Remember Dr. Leonard Bailey, 
who in 1984 transplanted the heart of 
ababoon into Baby Fae, the infant who 
suffered a heart disease? Well, re- 
venge was hers when Animal Libera- 
tion Front activists trashed Bailey's 
lab/farm at Loma Linda (Calif.) Univer- 
sity Medical Centre, sometime be- 
tween dusk and dawn of Monday and 
Tuesday, August 15th and 16th. 

Mainstream media articles state 
that seven dogs were liberated; two 
adult dogs who had been “retired” from 
a breeding program and were consid- 
ered “pets,” and five recently donated 
puppies. Also liberated were files on 
experimentation on goats subjected to 
various cross-species organs trans- 
plant tests. As “organ rejection” speci- 
mens, young goats had hearts of other 
animal species sewn into their necks. 

Margo Tannenbaum, ALF spokes- 
person, gave information that the ac- 
tivists have records that show Baby 
Fae’s donor baboon was injected with 








iles in photo released by activists. 





pi 
Ketamine, a chemical restraint, but 
was not given any anesthetic before 
his heart, lymph nodes, spllen, aortas 
and thymus were removed.This 








means the baboon “was fully awake, 
aware and feeling pain, but unable to 
move,” Tannenbaum said. 

It is also said that documents prove 
Dr. Bailey knew that Baby Fae’s 
operation was doomed. Only two of 
the hundreds of goats who received 
cross-species organ transplants sur- 
vived longer than three months. Dif- 
ferent species, different systems. 
Nothing new! 

What the newspapers didn’t say 
was that Margo Tannenbaum also had 
her place raided, with various docu- 
ments and address books stolen (and 
maybe a bug planted, hmm?) as a 
direct result of the Loma Linda lab raid. 
A CBS television station was also 
raided and had documents taken 
because activists submitted tapes of 
the action to them; these were re- 
turned after CBS lawyers came down 
on the sheriff's department tor violat- 
ing “freedom of the press” and confi- 
dentiality rights. 


Nuclear Broadcasting Corporation 


Last March 11, NBC broadcast a 
documentary called “Nuclear Power: 
In France it Works”, which could have 
passed for a lengthy nuclear power 
commercial. One month after the 
documentary, accidents occurred at 


two French nuclear installations, injur- 
ing seven workers. Polls showed a 
third of the French public opposing 
nuclear power. Strangely enough, 
NBC neglected to report that story. 


Incidentally, NBC is owned by General | 


Electric, America’s second largest 
nuclear power company and third larg- 
est producer of nuclear weapons 
systems.(Utne Reader, Sept-Oct ’88, 
pg 85) 

(Cont. Pg. 2) 





Youth Fight Isolation 


The effects of the Anarchist Sur- 
vival Gathering on our continental 
community are already being felt. 
Notably, a continental Anarchist Youth 
Federation is being set up by mail to 
build communication and co-ordina- 
tion among anti-authoritarian youth. 
Their first communique says: 

Young people everywhere have 
come to the realization that today’s 
society is stifling and oppressive. It is 
not surprising that some people have 
stood up against the complacent, 
consumer oriented culture of today. 
These rebels find their anger chan- 
nelled into actions which, due to their 
isolation, result in failure and frustra- 
tion. These isolated malcontents are 
easily silenced by the system. The 
time is now to break out of this vicious 
cycle of isolation. If anything is to be 
accomplished, we must unite and find 
our strength in numbers. 





Nuclear Broadcasting (cont) 


The international Atomic Energy Agency compiled a list of 250 secret 


If we are to accomplish anything, 
we must begin to communicate with 
one another. Anti-authoritarian youth 
and organizations (school groups, 
magazines, etc.) can, by communi- 
cating with similar groups and like- 
minded individuals, exchange infor- 
mation and ideas, and co-ordinate 
actions. Several groups across North 
America have sprung up with this aim 


| in mind. Now is the time to get to- 


gether and establish a federation of 
anarchist youth and youth groups. 
With a network and channels of com- 
munication open betwen anarchist 
youth everywhere, we can work to- 
gether to fight against oppression and 
spread the ideals of youth rebellion. 
For more information on the activi- 
ties of the Anarchist Youth Federa- 
tion, or to join, write: Minneapolis 
A.Y.F. c/o M.C.K.D., P.O. Box 8585, 
Minneapolis MN, USA 55408 


Si 











nuclear reactor accident reports last year which was leaked to the West German 
weekly Der Spiegel. A survey of official records shows that there have been 
23,000 mishaps at U.S. reactors since the Three Mile Island meltdown in 1979 
(Utne Reader, Sept-Oct. ’88, pg 86). Meanwhile all Ontario political parties, 
either in word or deed, support the completion of the Darlington nuclear reactor, 
one of the biggest in the world, right near Toronto. Nuclear energy cannot be 
voted out of existence; only through organisation can we stop the madness. And 
time is running short. 


SL A LTS LL EET I TE ESTE ETSY 


Anarcho-syndicalism & 
Poland 


Strikes again broke out in Poland re- 
cently, showing that Solidarnosc is 
far from dead. In fact, it seems to be 
going through a rebirth of sorts, with 
younger workers taking on the 
struggle against state socialism 
where the “old guard” left off. The 
following excerpts from a letter to the 
anarcho-syndicalist International 
Workers Association is a good sign 
that Solidarnosc is alive and kicking 
and taking on new forms (source: 
Direct Action, June-July ’88). 

“For eight years we have fought 
in our country... forthe same ideas as 
you: solidarity, justice, liberty and 
self-management. 

“Precisely, for us as for you, syn- 
dicalism and self-management are 
the principal methods of workers’ 
emancipation. 

“Our union has solid origins, the 
double tradition of Polish and world 
syndicalism. Let us recall the ZZZ, a 
union which the second world war 
prevented entering the IWA in 1939. 
Let us recall the struggle, that for 65 
years your organization has waged 
against injustice, terror and persecu- 
tion of individuals or social groups. 
We are certain you will continue your 
struggle and support you with all our 
hearts.... Similarly we hope you will 
continue to support Solidarnosc and 
its struggle. 

“We don’t believe the Iron Cur- 
tain can divide us. No, it can only re- 
inforce our cooperation and interna- 
tional solidarity. Long live the IWA! 
Long live Solidarnosc!” 

On behalf of the Lower Silesian region of 
Solidarnosc, 
Wladyslaw Frasiniuk (member of Solidar- 


nosc national committee; representative 
of the regional committee). 








Anarchist Centre in Toronto 


pposing capitalism and the 
O state is only one side of the war 

we are involved in. The other 
side of that war is about expanding our 
own society, based on our own class 
values. Mutual aid is where this all 
starts. And the process is about the 
creation of an infrastructure that re- 
flects those values. 

The nearest we ever got to wit- 
nessing an anarchist society was with 
the social revolution of 1936-8 in 
Spain. But that social revolution didn’t 
happen overnight but as a result of 
decades of organisation, of the setting 
up of coordinating structures on a 
country-wide basis. These structures 
and organizations were on anarchist 
lines: no hierarchy and based on mu- 
tual aid. In almost every part of the 
country the anarchists had organisa- 
tions in the workplace and in the 
community. Workplace branches 
were dovetailed with community or- 
ganisations. There were neigh- 
bourhood and district anarchist com- 
munity centres, doubling up as centres 
of learning, where educational 
sources were on hand. These educa- 
tional centres, or ‘ateneo’s’ as they 
were called, were for the whole com- 
munity, not just the young. They acted 
as a focus for the community, as 


scheduled for August 28. We had to hold it the following week-end due to rain. 





meeting places, as places to organize 
and fight back. Another important fo- 
cus for the community was the 
workplace ‘local’, where the branch of 
the anarchist labour movement—the 
CNT—would meet to fight industrial 
issues. 

These industrial and community 
structures enabled anarchists to cre- 
ate their own society through which to 
put into practise their anarchist be- 
liefs. They enabled anarchists to 
launch offensives at a local level, at 
regional level, and finally at a national 
level. (Black Flag 25/04/88) 

We are far from having the kind of 
organisation discussed here, but 
building mutual aid and anarchist 
organisation is part of the process of 
growth the local anarchist community 
is experiencing. A group of Toronto 
anarchists are now seeking to set up a 
local community centre of some sort. 


Right now they are testing the waters, 
to see if the local community is pre- 
pared to support such a venture. Pres- 
ently it is possible that the centre would 
take the form of either a café, or a 
bookstore, or a drop-in centre of sorts; 
the form it takes is up to us. What we, 
as acommunity, feel we need (and are 
prepared to support financially and 
labour-wise), is what we should get. If 
you are interested in this project, 
please fill out the form here and send it 
in so they can know better what is 
needed. 

As an aside, there is a local union 
hall for the Industrial Workers of the 
World, where people interested in the 
IWW and revolutionary labour move- 
ments are invited to drop in. The ad- 
dress is 26A Oxford Street, second 
floor. It is understaffed at present so it 
may not always be open. 
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Picnic? What Picnic? 


We're sorry about all the confusion surrounding the Anarchist Picnic 


The fault lies with us not planning a rain date ahead of time so more people 
would have known. Next time we'll know better. 


We'll likely be holding a dinner in early October for all interested 
Toronto anarchists, to socialize and discuss on-going action. Hopefully 
all those who missed the picnic can come out for this. 


More details 


will be published here when they become available, or call the anar- 


chist “hotline” at 536-2514. 





SEE YOU IN OCTOBER/ 
















Anarchy in Burma? 


Relying on Western media 
sources for information on anything is 
always distasteful. But when it comes 
to a popular uprising such as that 
presently occurring in Burma, it is 
doubly frustrating to have no inde- 
pendent sources within that country. 

The media, true to its nature, has 
been quick to announce the coming of 
“anarchy” to Burma in the wake of 
severe riots and insurrections all over 
the country. Even without considering 
the mysterious reports of black flags 
flying over the demonstrations 
(Toronto Star), it still seems there is 
more to the references to anarchy 
than meets the eye. 

The uprisings, from all sources so 
far, seem to be genuinely self-directed 
activity on behalf of a large segment of 
the population. Without evidence of a 
recognizable leadership, people have 
taken to the streets demanding an end 
to the state socialist party rule. They 
have taken control of streets and 
neighbourhoods and despite bloody 
repression seem to have enough 
popular sentiment behind them to 
make them an irresistable force. 
Stores have been reported to have 
been looted and food distributed (Star, 
8/30/88) . When a leader, such as one 
former army general mentioned, tries 
to direct the struggle, they have been 
denounced and left behind. Western 
media has been bewildered by their 
lack of any proposed candidate for 
leadeship. Whether this is evident of a 
general disgust for leaders or simply 
that they’re waiting for the “right one” is 
not clear, but at the moment it appears 
the “vanguard” is missing. 


Meanwhile, in Poland, officials | 


cite “the spectre of anarchy” hanging 





over the country in the wake of recent 
Solidarity strikes. Although this is 
clearly a scare tactic employed by all 
states, real anarchy is one thing the 
state socialists have long feared, that 
is the self-directed activity of workers 
without need of vanguardists and self- 


The media and state may want to 
play on the “chaos” angle and call it 


anarchy, but between the lines we can 


look to see the real elements of anar- 
chy coming through wherever people 
act without bosses, leaders or outside 
direction. 


proclaimed leaders such as them- 
selves. 


Zia bites the dust 


The Canadian press has run several articles 
about the death of Zia, the Pakistan military dictator, 
none of which mentioned the role of the USA in 
helping Zia overthrow and murder the democratic 
leader Bhutto. The USA bankrolled Zia’s 11-year 
dictatorship, during which as many as 20,000 oppo- 
nents were arrested, and routinely tortured or exe- 
cuted, in one year (1982) alone, while health and 
education spending was minimal by even Third 
World standards. 

The press has also mentioned the Sudanese government’s current role in 
massacring Dinka tribespeople and blocking famine relief to the survivors. 
Again, it has failed to mention that Sudan has been aclient state of the USA since 
1976, receiving vast quantities of military aid in return for conducting operations 
against Libya. 


Report on Business 


Lack of Funds Blamed 


Ecomedia Defunct! 


Well, not quite yet, but we desperately need money!! We have enough money 
left in our scummy bank account for the printing of one more issue. Then that’s 
it folks! No kidding! If you feel that Ecomedia is a worthwhile project, please dig 
deep in your pockets and help us out. If you hate Ecomedia, don’t help us and 
your wish will be granted—we'll stop publishing! Subscriptions are only $12/ 
year, but any further donations are gratefully accepted. Cheques can be made 
payable to Ecomedia, and mailed to the address on the front. 








